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Upcoming Events

Dec. 31-New Year Holiday. MSD
offices are closed. For 24-hour
emergency service phone 587-
0603

Jan. 10-MSD Board Meeting, 10
a.m., 700 W. Liberty, first floor
AND Public Meeting, Valley
Downs Sanitary Sewer Project, 7
p.m., Southwest Government
Center courtroom, 7219 Dixie
Hwy.

Jan. 11-Public Meeting, Clayton
Rd. Sanitary Sewer Project, 7
p.m., Atherton High School
library, 3000 Dundee Rd.

Jan. 13-Public Meeting, 2700 W.
Chestnut Drainage Improvement
Project, 7 p.m., Bethlehem
Apostolic Church, 2205 W.
Broadway

Y2K contingency plan readies MSD for New Year
When midnight strikes on Jan. 31 and 1999 becomes 2000, predictions of

what the New Year will bring range from global chaos to quiet choruses of
Auld Lang Syne and champagne toasts.

Whatever occurs when 1999 slips into 2000, MSD has been preparing for
the new century to ensure that its computerized systems continue to operate
without interruption of services to its customers.

For nearly two years a seven-member team has examined the district’s
computer systems, identifying potential glitches and resolving them. “Our
customers can be assured that we will be able to provide sewer service
regardless of the date,” according to Chief Information Officer Bruce Seigle
who headed the team’s efforts.

Because MSD depends on other utilities and services in order to perform
its work, MSD developed a Y2K contingency plan enabling staff to monitor
and respond to external factors that could create problems for MSD’s opera-
tions and service.

The contingency plan is a common sense approach to responding to power
outages and other problems that could arise when computerized clocks
rollover from 1999 to 2000, according to Emergency Response Coordination
Director Bud Schardein. “This plan has been developed using a typical three-
day rain and ice storm as an event that could disrupt power or accessibility
to outlying MSD facilities, such as treatment plants and pumping stations,”
Schardein said.

A five-person volunteer team will staff MSD’s Disaster Response Center
beginning at 10:30 p.m. Dec. 31. The center will remain staffed until it is
determined that all MSD facilities are operational after midnight or
City/County Disaster and Emergency Services requests continued assistance.
An emergency generator has been installed and tested to ensure that the
Disaster Response Center continues to operate if power outages occur.

Field Operations and Maintenance personnel are scheduled to staff key
sites in MSD’s system from 10:30 p.m. Dec. 31 through 6 a.m. Jan. 1. MSD
currently maintains 207 sanitary pump stations, 27 regional and package
wastewater treatment plants and 16 flood pumping stations. Schardein said
23 sanitary pump stations have been identified as critical or vulnerable, and
emergency power sources are available to those locations should there be a
power interruption. Maintenance crews will inspect operations of these facili-
ties beginning at midnight Dec. 31.

All of MSD’s treatment plants and pump stations will be assessed through-
out the New Year’s weekend, he said.

Ohio River flooding and widespread electrical power disruption could be a
worst-case Y2K scenario because the 16 flood pumping stations along the
river depend on electrical power and are too large to be serviced by back-up
generators. “Should there be Ohio River flooding during the year-end rollover,
it will not be a surprise event,” Schardein said. “Stepping up the flood protec-
tion system is done gradually over several days; there should be sufficient
time to respond to weather conditions during the rollover. Currently the river
is at normal levels and not close to flood stage.”

To ensure that MSD staff can communicate with one another and other
response agencies, radios have been issued. “Radios aren’t date-driven and
should operate normally if conventional and wireless phone systems are over-
loaded or inoperable,” Schardein said.

The contingency plan also requires all MSD vehicles and equipment that
operate on gasoline and diesel fuel be filled before Dec. 30, according to
Schardein. As feasible, equipment and vehicles will be fueled and taken out of
routine service sooner, in case filling stations become crowded as the general
public anticipates year-end problems at the pumps.

Richard Bartlett, Emergency Management Administrator for
Louisville/Jefferson County, called MSD’s Y2K contingency plan “an out-
standing document.”  Bartlett said the plan took into account numerous sce-
narios that could impact its operations, and devised reasonable approaches
to resolve them.

Mill Creek
watershed area

Board approves two
sewer projects

A pair of projects will extend
sewer service to neighborhoods in
the Mill Creek watershed area.

The Big Run Sanitary Sewer
and Drainage Improvement
Project will connect 149 properties
in the Lower Hunters Trace area to
sanitary sewer service and enhance
drainage in the neighborhood.
Nearly 14,000 feet of sewer line will
be constructed, along with drainage
work that includes 3,350 feet of
drainage pipe and 7,500 feet of
paved or earthen ditch.

MAC Construction and
Excavating, Inc., New Albany, will
perform the work for $1.3 million.
The project is expected to take less
than a year to complete.

The Margo Avenue Collectors
Sanitary Sewer Project will provide
sewer service to 150 properties in
the Greenwood Road area just off of
Dixie Highway.

Plans call for construction of
more than 16,000 feet of sewer line.
The project also includes roadside
drainage improvements. 

Sang Corporation, Louisville, will
construct the project for $1.4 mil-
lion.  The project is expected to be
completed in about one year.




